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  Site id:
 Date    [image: image1.wmf]  DD          MM        YY


Observer/s: [image: image2.wmf] Climatic Condition [image: image3.wmf]   1= Wet - rainfall prior to survey, annuals.











       2 = Dry - vegetation dry, few annuals present.
Vegetation Condition  
 
1 = virtually no cover, 2 = undisturbed natural, 3 = disturbed natural, 






4 = degraded natural, 5 = highly degraded

LF = Life form;
T     Trees  > 30m

S     Shrubs > 2m

H    Hummock Grass

V     Vines (twiners)



M    Trees 15-30m

SA  Shrubs 1.5-2m

GT  Grass > 0.5m

MI   Mistletoes



LA   Trees 5-15m

SB  Shrubs 1-1.5m

GL  Grass < 0.5m

X      Ferns



LB   Trees < 5m

SC  Shrubs 0.5-1m

J      Herbaceous spp.

MO  Mosses



KT  Mallee tree form (>3m) 
SD  Shrubs 0-0.5m

VT   Sedges > 0.5m

LI     Lichens



KS  Mallee shrub form (<3m) 
P     Mat plant (single plant)
VL   Sedges < 0.5m

FU    Fungi
AD = Flag the dominant/codominant species for Overstorey (up to 3 spp), Emergents (up to 3 spp) and Understorey (up to 5 spp)  (O/E/U).


*Note: an emergent species is defined as a species that emerges above the dominant overstorey and has a cover abundance of less than 2.









LS = Life stages; enter code where relevant to >10% of

CA : Cover Abundance scale adapted from Braun-Blanquet system.
that species at site and  if >10% of reproductive

N = Not many (1-10 plants and <5%)



organs are at that stage. Enter seedlings always.

T = sparsely present; cover small (less than 5%)


V = vegetative


1 = plentiful, but of small cover (less than 5%)


R = regenerating


2 = any number of individuals covering 5-25% of area

D = dead/dormant


3 = any number of individuals covering 25-50% of area

B = budding


4 = any number of individuals covering 50-75% of area

F = flowering


5 = covering more than 75% of area



I = immature fruits









M = mature fruits

$  where large shrubs or trees are involved upgrade the category to

X = recently shed

     reflect the cover rather than the number of individuals


S = seedling
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VEGETATION ASSOCIATION DESCRIPTION (PLA)

ASSEMBLAGE INFORMATION (VEGETATION STRUCTURAL SUMMARY) : (From highest to lowest stratum):

Life form height class LF / Canopy cover  (d =70-100% / c =30-70% / i =10-30% / r =1-10%) (Muir 1977)
From observations of site, not plant list.  Strike out life forms not present as a +/- consistent/identifiable ‘layer’ in vegetation.

T  / ______
KS / ______

SD / ______

VL / ______

X  / ______

M  / ______
S  / ______

GT / ______

P  / ______

MO / ______

LA / ______
SA / ______

GL / ______

J  / ______

LI / ______

LB / ______
SB / ______

H  / ______

V  / ______



KT / ______
SC / ______

VT / ______

MI / ______



SA STRUCTURAL FORMATION : (Overstorey structural category): 

 Check that all dominants (O, E, U) are entered in AD column on plant list.


Record the vegetation structure, using the adapted Forward & Robinson table (below), based on the cover and average height of the overstorey at the site.

Overstorey is the tallest stratum with a canopy cover of 5% or more (taller ‘layers’ of less than 5% are emergents), or the tallest layer where no layers attain 5% cover.  If two different lifeforms are more or less codominant eg. a Mallee/Callitris mix, then use both combined to determine average height and cover, but select most prevalent or conspicuous to select a name.  Canopy cover is based on projected foliage cover –refer to manual.

	Life Form/Height Class
	Projective Foliage Cover of Tallest Stratum

	
	Dense (70-100%)
	Mid-dense (30-70%)
	Sparse (10-30%)
	Very sparse (<10%)

	Trees > 30m
	Tall closed forest
	Tall open forest
	Tall woodland
	Tall open woodland

	Trees 10-30m
	Closed forest
	Open forest
	Woodland
	Open woodland

	Trees 5-10m
	Low closed forest
	Low open forest
	Low woodland
	Low open woodland

	Trees <5m
	Very low closed forest
	Very low open forest
	Very low woodland
	Very low open woodland

	Mallee (>3m)
	Closed mallee
	Mallee
	Open mallee
	Very open mallee

	Low Mallee (<3m)
	Closed low mallee
	Low mallee
	Open low mallee
	Very open low mallee

	Shrubs > 2m
	Tall closed shrubland
	Tall shrubland
	Tall open shrubland
	Tall very open shrubland

	Shrubs 1-2m
	Closed shrubland
	Shrubland
	Open shrubland
	Very open shrubland

	Shrubs < 1m
	Low closed shrubland
	Low shrubland
	Low open shrubland
	Low very open shrubland

	Mat plants
	Closed mat plants
	Mat plants
	Open mat plants
	Very open mat plants

	Hummock grasses
	Closed Hummock grassland 
	Hummock grassland
	Open hummock grassland
	Very open hummock grassland

	Tussock grasses
	Closed (tussock) grassland
	(Tussock) grassland
	Open (tussock) grassland
	Very open (tussock) grassland

	Sedges
	Closed sedgeland
	Sedgeland
	Open sedgeland
	Very open sedgeland

	Herbs
	Closed herbland
	Herbland
	Open herbland
	Very open herbland

	Ferns
	Closed fernland
	Fernland
	Open fernland
	Very open fernland


Upper Stratum Age Class (for dominant / codominant species) Circle if present; Slash if absent (Tree layer only)





 



Comments

seedling (<1m)
SE                   __________________________________________________________________


Sapling (juvenile)
SA

__________________________________________________________________


Mature 
MA

__________________________________________________________________


Senescent
SN

__________________________________________________________________


Hollows
HO

__________________________________________________________________
OVERSTOREY MEASUREMENTS (OVE) (Dominant / co-dominant overstorey, including if shrubland; 10 estimates.
Eyeball the site in cross-section to distinguish the stratum and to determine the overstorey height range.  For overstorey, measure 10 individualsor discrete foliage clumps of any species that occur in the broad lifeform category that corresponds to the structural description completed above.  Broad lifeform categories include trees, mallees and shrubs. Include all individuals regardless of height, except where there is a recognisable height gap corresponding to a separate lower stratum.  In circumstances where two lifeforms are codominant include measurements for both.

Field Order
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  Camp                                    Site                                    Quadrat Patch





Team No.| Sequence No.











Overstorey Height (m)	��


Crown Depth (m)         	�EMBED MSDraw.Drawing.8.1  \* MERGEFORMAT����


Canopy Diameter (m)  	�EMBED MSDraw.Drawing.8.1  \* MERGEFORMAT����


Gap (m)	�EMBED MSDraw.Drawing.8.1  \* MERGEFORMAT����





Canopy Type                %  Estimate average canopy type


                                                             for overstorey species measured.


VEGETATION COMMENTS (*VEG):





………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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